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An adaptation of George Walker’s celebrated
Lyric for Strings especially for youth orchestra.
Based on the Second Movement of
String Quartet No. 1.

Program Notes:

Lyric for Strings was composed m 1946 and was originally the second
movement of my first string quartet. After a brief introduction, the
principal theme that permeates the entire work 1s introduced by the first
violins. A static interlude 1s followed by successive mmitations of the
theme that lead to an itense climax. The final section of the work
presents a somewhat more animated statement of the same thematic
material. The coda recalls the quiet interlude that appeared earlier.

-George Walker

Errata:

Measure 42, in the second violins, the G-natural should be corrected to
a G-sharp.
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as a young piano virtuoso and was admitted to Oberlin

College on a scholarship following his first public recital at
the age of 14. Graduating with the highest honors in his Conservatory
class, he was admitted to the Curtis Institute of Music, becoming the
first black graduate of this renowned music school. His works
demonstrate a wide range of artistic excellence in genres ranging
from instrumental and vocal solos and chamber music to
compositions for orchestra and other large ensembles. He is the first
black composer to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize.

George Walker (1922 — 2018) began his groundbreaking career
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